
NOVEMBER 2024

27   • TOOLS FOR CLUSTERING 

HOW TO ACCELERATE ECONOMIC AND SCIENTIFIC 

ECOSYSTEMS FOR REGIONS AND TERRITORIES

CARLOS TORRECILLA SALINAS

Head of Unit on Innovation Policies 

and Economic Impact, Joint 

Research Centre 



How to accelerate economic and scientific 
ecosystems for regions and territories?
A place-based innovation approach

Carlos TORRECILLA SALINAS, Joint Research Centre

Clusters meet Regions, 27 November 2024



Setting the arena

• As the planet warms, many 
dangerous extreme events 
have become more frequent 
and intense

• Recent crises and 
disruptions have widening the 
socio-economic gap and have 
evidenced EU vulnerabilities

• Addressing complex 
challenges requires a new set 
of tools, mind-sets and 

UN IPCC AR6 Synthesis Report



ANTICIPATE

INTEGRATE

IMPACT

What is JRC role in this scenario?

Our purpose

The Joint Research Centre 

provides independent, 

evidence-based knowledge

and science, supporting 

EU policies to positively 

impact society.



https://place-based-innovation.ec.europa.eu/index_en

2022 2024

Innovation for place-based transformations

https://place-based-innovation.ec.europa.eu/index_en


The ACTIONbook

27 activities 32 practices 74 tools



Co-creation
for action





Colour code

Competences for innovative 

policymaking (EC framework)

Examples from territories

(JRC) tools

Additional resources
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Tools



S3: Smart specialisation strategies

Filters

ACTIONbook activities 

Authors and contacts



Regional Innovation Valleys (RIVs)

Filters

ACTIONbook activities 

Authors and contacts



RIVs: matchmaking map



Where are we now?

The Preparatory Action ‘Innovation for place-based 
transformation’ is dedicated to empowering territories to support 
policy practitioners through awareness raising, building 
capacities, and engaging into policy experimentation activities.



• Partnerships to address
urgent global challenges.

• Informing future actions, 
policies and programmes.

https://europa.eu/!tkpfQw 

EU Preparatory Action:
Innovation for place-based transformation

https://europa.eu/!tkpfQw


• Raise awareness and improve 

understanding of transformative 

innovation policies

• Enhance readiness through building 

new capacities

• Experiment with the use of 

innovative approaches

EU Preparatory Action:
Innovation for place-based transformation

Call for Expression of Interest



Apply before 16 December 2024

https://place-based-innovation.ec.europa.eu/projects-0/preparatory-action-2024-2026_en

https://place-based-innovation.ec.europa.eu/projects-0/preparatory-action-2024-2026_en

https://place-based-innovation.ec.europa.eu/projects-0/preparatory-action-2024-2026_en


Thank you
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