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Agenda

1. News from the European Cluster Collaboration Platform
Nina Hoppmann, Team Member European Cluster Collaboration Platform

2. Transition Pathway for Chemical Industry
Algreit Dume, DG GROW, European Commission

3. Panel discussion
Athanasios G. Konstandopoulos, Chief Scientific Advisor CHORUS Cluster, Professor of 
Chemical Engineering, Aristotle University
Malgorzata Woch, European Projects and Collaboration Manager, AXELERA
Monika Bańka, Network & Policy Coordinator European Chemical Regions Network
Susan Costello, Network Director, Bio Pharma Chem Skillnet

4. Funding opportunities
Nina Hoppmann, Team Member European Cluster Collaboration Platform

#EUClustersTalks



Housekeeping rules

Jennifer Baker, presenter

• We will use slido to launch polls. Please scan the QR code to answer.

• Please use the Zoom Q&A function to ask questions, and the chat function 
to comment or share links.

• If you want to speak: Please raise your hand and we will give you the floor. 

• Please note that the session is being recorded and that the recording will be 
published on the European Cluster Collaboration Platform.

#EUClustersTalks



NEWS FROM THE
EUROPEAN CLUSTER COLLABORATION PLATFORM



Drop-In Session: Interactive Q&A with ECCP experts

#EUClustersTalks

Today at 16:00, last drop-in session for the 
summer!

During these sessions, you can engage in a live 
chat with ECCP experts and ask any questions 
you have about ECCP:

• Profile Creation Assistance

• Profile Updates

• Becoming a Pro User

• Maximize your ECCP experience

• Accessing the Trend Universe

• Or anything that you are curious about!

Register before the event!

https://clustercollaboration.eu/content/eccp-drop-sessions-interactive-qa-eccp-experts?lang=en&url=https%253A%252F%252Fclustercollaboration.eu%252F


C2Lab: Join the workshop to set up your next project!

#EUClustersTalks

The European Cluster Collaboration Platform, in collaboration with the French Association of Pôles de 
Compétitivité (AFPC), organises the next edition of the Cluster Collaboration Labs in Strasbourg, France,
on 25-26 September 2023.

The C2Lab is a workshop-style event where you will have the opportunity to meet new partners, discuss your 
project ideas, and initiate collaboration – for example to apply together for a European call. You can either join 
with a concrete project proposal or offer your expertise and knowledge by joining others.

Join the virtual Info Session on 11 July, 11:00

https://clustercollaboration.eu/content/c2lab-strasbourg-france
https://clustercollaboration.eu/content/c2labs-info-session


Apply for the next Cluster Booster Academy

#EUClustersTalks

The Academy will involve up to 50 participants and will run for 5 days in a hybrid format
including an individual coaching session in between:

3 days of online training sessions:
6 November: from 10 AM to 2 PM CET
11 November: from 10 AM to 2 PM CET
15 November: from 10 AM to 2 PM CET
1 coaching session to be scheduled individually
2 days of in-person training sessions: 3-4 March 2025, hosted at the Warsaw University of Technology

1. Provide learning opportunities for cluster managers to further develop their skills
2. Meet the needs of European cluster management teams in their daily work
3. Offer cluster management teams the chance to learn from each other’s experiences
4. Provide the opportunity to co-shape new European value chains
5. Support cluster management teams and stakeholders in understanding and contributing to the 

European policies and programmes
6. Help in developing better policy related to clusters
7. Improve the skills of clusters’ staff thanks to a “train the trainers” approach by disseminating their 

knowledge further

https://clustercollaboration.eu/content/call-applications-4th-cluster-booster-academy


Save the date for the upcoming Clusters meet Regions!

#EUClustersTalks

We invite you to join our “Clusters meet 
Regions” – transnational events that 
bring together clusters and 
policymakers at the local, regional, and 
national levels, with the aim of 
strengthening the industrial ecosystem 
in a selected host region.

The events facilitate the 
implementation of good practices 
where clusters play an active role in 
regional economies and are drivers for 
economic transition, and to create and 
promote collaboration between clusters 
and regional stakeholders for the 
industrial development of the regions​.



Apply for EU-India Matchmaking

#EUClustersTalks

An EU delegation of clusters and SMEs will travel to Bengaluru, India, for a matchmaking event in the context of 
the Bengaluru Tech Summit 2024 which will be held on 19-21 November 2024.

The event will bring together cluster organisations and SMEs from the European Union (EU), non-EU countries 
participating in the Single Market Programme/COSME Strand, and India. It will provide participants an excellent 
chance to promote Cluster to Cluster (C2C), Cluster to Business (C2B), and Business to Business (B2B) collaborations.

Focus areas: Biotech, Digital, Green Tech, Advanced Manufacturing

Cut-off date is 16 July!

https://clustercollaboration.eu/content/eu-india-matchmaking-event-bengaluru-2024
https://www.bengalurutechsummit.com/


Transition Pathway for Chemical Industry

Algreit Dume

DG GROW, European Commission



EU Clusters Talk: 
Advancing the Transition: Key Developments in the Chemical Industry

Online , 10 July 2024



• Publication: 27 January 2023

• It is an actionable plan co-created by the European Commission with EU countries, industry, 
NGOs and other stakeholders

• Based on 8 building blocks

Sustainable 
competitiveness

Investment 
and funding

Research 
and Innovation

Regulation and
Public Governance

Access to energy
and feedstock

Infrastructure Skills Social dimension

• It identifies about 190 actions, grouped in 26 topics, needed for the twin transition and 
increased resilience of the EU Chemical Industry





Topic 1: International Competitiveness

Action Actor Time

KPIs and Sustainable Development 

Indicators 

Industry/

EU/MS

S

Develop, commercialise and promote 

the uptake of SSbD substances

Industry/

EU/MS

S

Market pull and incentives for 

sustainable products

EU/MS M

Topic 5: New Synergies

Action Actor Time

Maintain the Euroclusters Initiative EU/MS S

Increase joint projects to de-risk 

investments

Industry S

Support new data-driven business 

models based on Common 

European Data Space

Industry/

EU/MS

M

Actions

Why is sustainable competitiveness important?

• 4th largest manufacturing industry in Europe (€760 billions of sales in 2022)
• However, its global market share is declining and forecasted to decline 
• Therefore, need to ensure industry’s continued competitiveness becoming more sustainable.



•

•

•

•

•

State of play for the 187 Actions 
(% by status)

Finalised In progress Not started

21%
11%

68%



•

•

•

•

•

% of submissions (by building block)

Sustainable Competitiveness Investments and Funding Research and Innovation

Regulation and Governance Energy and Feedstock Infrastructure

20%

6%

17%

2%

27%

20%

4%
4%



Sustainable carbon 
targets, e.g. at raw 

materials level.

Labels to enhance 
transparency and 
reduce consumer 

confusion

Green Public 
Procurement 

criteria for public 
authorities

Price incentives, for 
more affordable 

products

Sustainable Finance 
for ESG investments 

•

•

Note: the list of measures is purely indicative and summarises the suggestions from stakeholders during the co-implementation of the Transition Pathway for the Chemical Industry

Suggestions from stakeholders:







Note: the content included in the Guidance on Funding is based on the best available information as of the time of writing 

Mapping those funding programmes 
whose objectives and main 
interventions areas reflect the actions 
on the Pathway

Identifying for each programme the 
relevant calls for projects contributing 
to the green and digital transition

Showcasing who can apply, key 
deadlines, descriptions and budgets for 
each call. 



€ 724

Budget

(billion)

Recovery and Resilience facility 
(RRF)

€ 19

Budget

(billion)

Just Transition Fund

€ 95

Budget

(billion)

Horizon Europe

€ 26

Budget

(billion)

InvestEU

€ 348

Budget

(billion)

Regional Development and
Cohesion Funds

€ 7.6

Budget

(billion)

The Digital Europe 
Programme

€ 4.2

Budget

(billion)

The Single Market Programme

€ 5.4

Budget

(billion)

LIFE

€ 40

Budget

(billion)
The Innovation Fund

€ 87

Budget

(billion)

The Social Climate 
Fund

€ 26

Budget

(billion)

Erasmus +



*Online indicatively by the end of 2024/beginning 2025



The active involvement of industry, organisations and MS is the key to achieve the 
twin transition and increase the resilience of the EU Chemical Industry. 

Call for transition initiatives - Are you on the pathway towards the green and digital 
transition? Please tell us! The call is open on the European Commission’s Website. 

We take stock of the information collected through the call and during the co-
implementation to inform policy making including COM’s next Work Programme.

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Call_for_transition_initiatives


GROW-CHEMTP@EC.EUROPA.EU

mailto:GROW-CHEMTP@EC.EUROPA.EU




Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

Join at slido.com
#Chemicals

ⓘ Start presenting to display the joining instructions on this slide.



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

In which area/sector of the 
chemical industry do you 
operate?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

Which is the most critical challenge 
faced by the EU chemical industry?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Panel debate

Athanasios G. Konstandopoulos, Chief Scientific Advisor CHORUS Cluster,
Professor of Chemical Engineering, Aristotle University

Malgorzata Woch, European Projects and Collaboration Manager, AXELERA

Monika Bańka, Network & Policy Coordinator, European Chemical Regions Network

Susan Costello, Network Director, Bio Pharma Chem Skillnet



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

How can clusters support the 
transition of the chemical 
industry?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



• Projects are expected to contribute to the following outcome: 

• Novel, scalable and more sustainable biotech production routes for bio-based and non-animal-
derived chemicals and/or materials replacing animal-derived ones.

• Performance(s) of bio-based chemicals and/or materials meeting end users’ requirements for final 
products.

• Availability of safe and sustainable by design bio-based products.

• Positive socio-economic impacts along the value chain, from feedstock suppliers to chemicals and 
materials producers to end users.

• Social acceptance of circular bio-based solutions and products

• Topic ID: HORIZON-JU-CBE-2024-RIA-02; HORIZON Action Grant Budget-Based

• Deadline: 18 September 2024

• Published on EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Biotech routes to obtain bio-based chemicals/materials 
replacing animal-derived ones

#EUClustersTalks

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-ju-cbe-2024-ria-02?keywords=chemical&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance


• The aim is to facilitate the transition toward a sustainable, circular, toxic-free, energy-efficient/climate-resilient 
economy and toward a toxic-free environment as well as to protect, restore and improve the quality of the 
environment.

• Projects should aim at: 

• develop, demonstrate and promote innovative techniques, methods and approaches

• contribute to the knowledge base and to the application of best practice

• support the development, implementation, monitoring and enforcement of the EU legislation and policy

• catalyse the large-scale deployment of successful technical and policy related solutions for 
implementing the EU legislation and policy by replicating results, integrating related objectives into other 
policies and into public and private sector practices, mobilising investment and improving access to finance

• Topic ID: LIFE-2024-SAP-ENV-ENVIRONMENT; LIFE Action Grant Budget-Based

• Deadline: 19 September 2024

• Published on EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Circular Economy, resources from Waste, Air, Water, Soil, Noise, 
Chemicals, Bauhaus

#EUClustersTalks

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/life-2024-sap-env-environment?keywords=chemical&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance


• Projects are expected to contribute to the following outcome: 

• Value creation and transfer to the economy and society by increased interlinkages and 
cooperation between knowledge valorisation actors (academia/research; industry/SMEs; public 
administration/policy-makers and society/citizens);

• New solutions to societal and economic challenges by stronger uptake and deployment of 
research results, including through the involvement of citizens and civil society;

• Improvements of structures, strategies, practices and skills for knowledge valorisation through 
sustainable reforms and new initiatives in line with the ERA Policy Agenda action 7 – Upgrade EU 
guidance for a better knowledge valorisation

• Topic ID: HORIZON-WIDERA-2024-ERA-02-01; HORIZON Action Grant Budget-Based

• Deadline: 25 September 2024

• Published on EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Experimentation and exchange of good practices for 
value creation

#EUClustersTalks

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-widera-2024-era-02-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=exchange&isExactMatch=true&type=1&status=31094501,31094502


• CircInWater: Knowledge lump sum for SMEs offering water-smart solutions, especially for the agrifood & 
energy-intensive industries and that is willing to boost its development internationalisation activities towards 
North America; deadline 22 July 2024

• ELBE: Training support for SMEs in renewable energy sector on sustainability and digitalisation, sustainable 
business and ESG reporting; deadline 31 August 2024

• ELBE: Call for financial support for individual services related to access to test facilities, international 
development, market and business intelligence, development and technology transfer, or green and IT 
expertise; deadline 31 August 2024

• EuroBoosTex: Call for proposals to support European textile SMEs in internationalisation in Australia; deadline 
17 July 2024

• E-Boost: Financial support for training support to SMEs from the electromobility sector; deadline 31 July 2024

• FRIEND CCI: Call for providers offering solutions in digitalisation, greening, and internationalisation to 
collaborate with Creative and Cultural SMEs for the realization of funded projects; deadline 1 August 2025

• GEMSTONE: Financial support for training related to Green Manufacturing; deadline 31 December 2024

• INGENIOUS: Internationalisation grant for SMEs operating in energy-intensive industries to develop activities 
related to Africa, Asia, North America and Latin America; deadline 30 September 2024

Opportunities for SMEs: Calls from Euroclusters

#EUClustersTalks



• INGENIOUS: Training grants to help SMEs improve their digital skills, green transition, resilience preparedness 
and reskilling and upskilling of the workforce; deadline 14 February 2025

• LEVIATAD: Supporting the innovation and internationalisation of European SMEs in the defence sector; 
deadline 8 August 2024 

• METASTARS: Prizes for 3 SMEs in the Aerospace and Defence sector which have made the best efforts to 
become more resilient and to adapt to the challenges of the green and digital transition; deadline 23 August 
2024

• RESIST: Training FSTP for SMEs in the Automotive – Mobility – Transport ecosystem; deadline 30 November 
2024

• RESIST: Networking and marketing FSTP for SMEs from the Automotive – Mobility – Transport ecosystem; 
deadline 20 December 2024

• RESIST: Internationalisation FSTP for activities in target markets; deadline 20 December 2024

• RESIST: Coaching and mentoring for assessment and feasibility services; deadline 1 November 2024

• All calls here: https://clustercollaboration.eu/open-calls

Opportunities for SMEs: Calls from Euroclusters

#EUClustersTalks

https://clustercollaboration.eu/open-calls


Save the date for the next Talks

After a summer break, we will return on 4 September!

#EUClustersTalks



Continue the discussion

#EUClustersTalks

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9503062/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9503062/


Visit the ECCP website
and follow us on social media

www.clustercollaboration.eu

@Clusters_EU

European Cluster Collaboration Platform

#ECCP#EUClustersTalks



THANK YOU
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